A Builder of Bridges
Howard Voegeli’s legacy spans generations

H

oward Voegeli’s great grandfather, Jost Voegeli, first laid eyes
on American shores in 1854.
The country back then bustled with
the energy of freedom, capitalism and
expansion. After a long, westward trek,
he homesteaded with his Swiss countrymen on the prairie near New Glarus
in southern Wisconsin.
From that moment, he set in motion
a cyclical livelihood—and a commitment to family and dairying—that Howard passed on to his own children four
generations later.
“When I grew up it was great knowing that I was a part of this tradition, to
have the opportunity to work hand in
hand with my family,” says Bryan Voegeli,
Howard’s son, who continues the dairying operation today. “There are a lot of
wonderful things about being out in the
country, and there are a lot of opportunities that he showed us. Howard taught
us to work hard to keep this farm moving forward, to see our family remain on
the land.”
Today, four years after Howard’s
passing, the Voegelis continue to own
and operate Voegeli
Farms, a 180-head
dairying operation
that is located between New Glarus,
and Monticello, Wis.,
and Voegeli International, a business
that exports cattle,
semen and embryos around the world.
For more than 100 years, the Voegelis
have been pioneers in the dairy business. They were among the first to
use Brown Swiss cattle in the upper
Midwest, bringing them to the farm in

1895. They’ve remained
committed to the breed
ever since, with most of
the herd’s pedigrees tracing back to those original
foundation females.
The family has always
believed that form follows function, and
they’ve based genetic
decisions not only on
milk production but
also soundness.
“Howard always believed that longevity
and soundness were
important factors in
milk production,” says
Howard’s wife Alice.
“Our breeding philosophy is that if you want a
sound herd you have to make a cow
that has the opportunity to make a lot
of milk over a long time.”
Today, the Voegeli herd boasts a
22,500-lb. rolling herd average. The herd
produces on average 849 lb. of fat and
755 lb. of protein.
In the past few
years, Voegeli cattle have earned
195 All-American
nominations, 43 AllAmerican awards, 44
Reserve All-American awards and 32
Honorable Mention
All-American awards.
The farm has had four World Dairy
Expo Grand Champions and won the
show’s Premier Breeder and Premier
Exhibitor Banners 15 times. In 1992,
Howard was awarded the Klussendorf award. In 1991, he was honored as
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Howard Voegeli helped lay the
foundation for World Dairy Expo in the
late 1960’s. His diligence to growing the
event and incorporating international
aspects led to numerous opportunities
for producers everywhere.

Dairy Shrine’s Breeder of the Year and
in 2000 he was recognized as World
Dairy Expo’s Dairyman of the Year.
Awards aside, it was always family and
community that meant most to Howard. And he set out as a father to provide his children with a profound sense
of stewardship and animal husbandry.
“The greatest thing about living and
working with family is that we are all
here together,” Alice recalls. “It was always wonderful seeing our kids work
with their father. They would come to
the house and tell me about all the
newborn calves. He taught them to love
the cattle and this way of life.”

