A deep-rooted
connection
Oregon is a land of abundance and
isolation, of gathering storms and peaceful
valleys.
It’s a postcard of imagination, of
mountains and range, of broad-shouldered
rivers that push to the Pacific.
It’s a journey through time, along old
trails, through pine forests and across
sagebrush range.
It’s also home to a community of 12,000
ranching families who care deeply about the
natural resources under their care.
These are people who have a vested
interest in the health and sustainability of the
environment, and an economic stake in the
future of land, water and wildlife.

Land of contrasts

Ranching’s commitment to Oregon
For more information:

Oregon Cattlemen’s
Association
3415 Commercial St. SE Suite 217
Salem, OR 97302-4668
Ph: 503-361-8941
www.orcattle.com
Sponsored by:

Oregon Beef Council
1827 NE 44th Ave #315
Portland, OR 97213
Ph: 503-274-2333
www.orbeef.org

®

Wildlife Habitat
Nearly 70% of Oregon’s
wildlife spends some or all of
their lives on working ranchland.
Here, they find good feed,
reliable sources of water, and the
isolation they need to survive and
thrive.
Species like elk, deer, Sage
Grouse and salmon benefit
greatly from the habitatimprovement efforts of ranchers.
All across the state, in every
county and every valley, good
work is taking place to improve
the environment.
The reason is simple: ranchers
understand that healthy land
and streams not only benefit
wildlife and fish, but also improve
the economic viability of their
businesses.

Economic
Contribution

Using well-managed and
renewable resources, ranchers
ensure the economic viability
of communities, the strength of
businesses and the sustainability of
families across the state.
All told, the sale of cattle and
calves contributes nearly $644
million directly to the state’s
economy. Those dollars turn over
nearly seven times in Oregon’s
communities — equivalent to $4.5
billion in yearly economic activity.
Today, cattle production is the
state’s No. 1 ag sector.
In addition, the state’s farming
and ranching families contribute
10% of the state’s economy — that’s
jobs, businesses and economic
strength for today and tomorrow.

Water Quality and Abundance
All of Oregon’s farming and
ranching industry depends on an
abundance of quality water.
During the last century, the
ranching industry has played a
key role in developing the state’s
water resources for the benefit of
recreationists, wildlife and fish and
agriculture.
Across much of the arid reaches
of eastern Oregon, streams that once
dried up in the summer now run
year-round. Valley floors that were
once dry deserts now teem with
green grass. Ponds and wetlands,
once a scarcity across much of the
state, now provide waterfowl with
habitat.
These benefits are due in large
part to the private investment
and the ongoing commitment of
ranchers to protect and improve the
state’s natural resources.

